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FISHING

The inability of agriculture adequately to supply the needs of the
population for food, the long and indented coast line, and the presence
of abundant fish in the lakes and in the waters of the Baltic gave the
Finns an early interest in the fishing industry. Today two-thirds of
the catch comes from the Baltic, and consists largely of herring. The
fishing industry has not only added to the food supply of the nation,
but, by training sailors and' creating an interest in the sea, it has en-
couraged the construction of a Finnish merchant marine, which today
totals 313,000 tons.

Lumber awaiting shipment at Kotka on the Gulf of Finland. (Courtesy of the Con-
sulate General of Finland, New York.)

RESOURCES AND INDUSTRIES

Forests not only are the principal resource of Finland, but they
form the basis of most of its industry and trade. Slightly over 60 per
cent of the total area of the country is forested, and about half of these
forests consist of pine. This is cut in the winter and floated down to
the mills near the river mouths, where it is turned into sawn timber.